
 
       

May 1, 2008 
 
 
The Honorable Harry Reid    The Honorable Nancy Pelosi 
Senate Majority Leader    Office of the Speaker 
528 Hart Senate Office Building  U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20510    Washington, DC 2051 
 
Re: A Common Sense Strategy to Fix America’s Broken Background Check System 
 
Dear Speaker Pelosi and Majority Leader Reid: 

 
We write to you as members of Mayors Against Illegal Guns, a bipartisan coalition of 
more than 300 mayors from across the country who are committed to keeping illegal guns 
out of the hands of criminals. The coalition wishes to express our shared concern that the 
federal government is not doing enough to close gaps in America’s background check 
system. These gaps continue to allow criminals and other prohibited purchasers easy 
access to guns. 
 
Last year’s tragedy at Virginia Tech exposed one such gap, and Congress stepped up and 
showed real leadership by passing a bill giving incentives to states to supply more mental 
health records to the National Instant Criminal Background Check System (NICS). The 
coalition applauds the passage of the NICS Improvement Act of 2007.  
 
We should not wait for more mass shootings to close the other gaps that remain. The fact 
is that 34 Americans are murdered every day with guns, but because this daily tragedy 
doesn’t happen in one place at the hands of one shooter, we too often fail to notice.  In 
many cases, those killers have been able to purchase guns because our background check 
system is broken. Congress should move immediately to begin fixing it. 
 
That’s why Mayors Against Illegal Guns is proposing a common sense strategy to fix the 
most glaring remaining gaps in the background check system:   
 

• Close the gun show loophole: Currently, licensed gun dealers are required to run 
criminal background checks on all buyers, but a loophole in the law enables 
criminals to avoid these checks if they buy from gun-sellers who don’t have 
licenses. Often operating at gun shows, these unlicensed sellers give criminals the 
opportunity to sidestep the background check system and easily purchase guns. 
Congress should close the gun show loophole. 

 
• End the gun dealer fire sales:  When the federal government has shut down a 

gun dealer for selling illegally, it has nevertheless permitted that dealer to sell off 



its inventory – without conducting background checks. It’s time for Congress to 
put a stop to this reckless end-run around background checks.  

 
• Require gun dealers to do background checks on employees:  Under the 

current law, if a person can’t buy guns – because he or she has a criminal record 
or a history of mental illness – that person cannot sell guns either.  But the law 
fails to require dealers to conduct background checks on their employees, even 
though they already use the background check system in their stores every day. 
Congress should act so that people behind the counter at gun stores must pass the 
same background check as their customers. 

 
• Close the “Terror Gap”: Six years after 9/11, the federal government can stop 

suspects on terror watch lists from getting on airplanes, but it can’t stop them 
from buying firearms. Last year, the Bush Administration endorsed a bill that will 
close the terror gap (S.1237/H.R.2074). Congress should make it law this year. 

 
Closing these loopholes has nothing to do with the Second Amendment or the rights of 
responsible gun owners.  It is about protecting the public by preventing guns from falling 
into the hands of criminals.  
 
We urge you to stand with us to fix America’s broken background check system. 
 
 
                             Sincerely, 

 

 
Thomas M. Menino     Michael R. Bloomberg 
Mayor of Boston     Mayor of New York City 

 
 
 
Cc: All other members of Congress 
 
 
 

Members of Mayors Against Illegal Guns 
 
 

Mayor Larry P. Langford, Birmingham, Alabama 
Mayor Thomas Henderson, Center Point, Alabama 
Mayor Carroll L. Watson, Lincoln, Alabama 
Mayor Samuel L. Jones, Mobile, Alabama 
Mayor Ron Davis, Prichard, Alabama 
Mayor James Perkins, Jr., Selma, Alabama 
Mayor Johnny Ford, Tuskegee, Alabama 
Mayor Carolyn Floyd, Kodiak, Alaska 
Mayor Dan Coody, Fayetteville, Arkansas 
Mayor Patrick Hays, North Little Rock, Arkansas 

Mayor Marsha Ramos, Burbank, California 
Mayor Donald Burr, Campbell, California 
Mayor Cheryl Cox, Chula Vista, California 
Mayor Dolly Sandoval, Cupertino, California 
Mayor Robert Wasserman, Fremont, California  
Mayor Marc Searl, Hemet, California 
Mayor Beth Krom, Irvine, California 
Mayor H. Manuel Ortiz, Irwindale, California 
Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa, Los Angeles, California  
Mayor Rob Schroder, Martinez, California 



Mayor Andrew Cohen, Menlo Park, California 
Mayor Jim Ridenour, Modesto, California 
Mayor Paul Eaton, Montclair, California 
Mayor Ronald V. Dellums, Oakland, California 
Mayor Steven Glazer, Orinda, California 
Mayor Jean M. Benson, Palm Desert, California 
Mayor Pamela Torliatt, Petaluma, California 
Mayor Jennifer Hosterman, Pleasanton, California 
Mayor Jonathan Harrison, Redlands, California 
Mayor Gayle McLaughlin, Richmond, California 
Mayor Heather Fargo, Sacramento, California  
Mayor Patrick J. Morris, San Bernardino, California 
Mayor Jerry Sanders, San Diego, California 
Mayor Gavin Newsom, San Francisco, California 
Mayor Chuck Reed, San Jose, California 
Mayor Miguel Pulido, Santa Ana, California 
Mayor Marty Blum, Santa Barbara, California 
Mayor Joseph D. Serrano, Sr., Santa Fe Springs, California 
Mayor Richard Bloom, Santa Monica, California 
Mayor Bob Blanchard, Santa Rosa, California 
Mayor Paul Miller, Simi Valley, California 
Mayor Edward Chavez, Stockton, California 
Mayor Anthony Spitaleri, Sunnyvale, California 
Mayor Christopher Cabaldon, West Sacramento, California 
Mayor Morris Vance, Vista, California 
Mayor Antonio "Tony" Cartegena, Walnut, California 
Mayor John Hickenlooper, Denver, Colorado 
Mayor Bill Finch, Bridgeport, Connecticut 
Mayor April Capone Almon, East Haven, Connecticut 
Mayor Eddie Perez, Hartford, Connecticut 
Mayor John DeStefano, New Haven, Connecticut 
Mayor Richard A. Moccia, Norwalk, Connecticut 
Mayor Dannel P. Malloy, Stamford, Connecticut 
Mayor Scott Slifka, West Hartford, Connecticut 
Mayor Adrian Fenty, Washington, DC 
Mayor Carleton E. Carey Sr., Dover, Delaware 
Mayor Vance A. Funk, III, Newark, Delaware 
Mayor James M. Baker, Wilmington, Delaware 
Mayor John S. Meserve, Atlantic Beach, Florida 
Mayor Manny Fernandez, Atlantis, Florida  
Mayor Susan Gottlieb, Aventura, Florida 
Mayor Perry Knight, Bowling Green, Florida 
Mayor Jerry Taylor, Boyton Beach, Florida 
Mayor Scott J. Brook, Coral Springs, Florida 
Mayor Linda Riner-Mizell, Dundee, Florida 
Mayor Bill Leeper, Fernandina Beach, Florida 
Mayor Charles Sanders, Greenwood, Florida 
Mayor Joy Cooper, Hallandale Beach, Florida 
Mayor Joseph S. Kroll, Haverhill, Florida 
Mayor Larry Travis, High Springs, Florida 
Mayor Mara Giulianti, Hollywood, Florida 
Mayor Kenneth M. Shultz, Hypoluxo, Florida 
Mayor John Peyton, Jacksonville, Florida 
Mayor Muriel H. Whitman, Kenneth City, Florida 
Mayor Mary Lou Hildreth, Keystone Heights, Florida 
Mayor Patricia Gerard, Largo, Florida  

Mayor Richard Kaplan, Lauderhill, Florida 
Mayor Gene Wright, Malone, Florida 
Mayor David McLean, Margate, Florida 
Mayor Manuel Diaz, Miami, Florida 
Mayor Matti H. Bower, Miami Beach, Florida 
Mayor Wayne Slaton, Miami Lakes, Florida 
Mayor Delores Madison, Midway, Florida 
Mayor Bill Barnett, Naples, Florida 
Mayor Richard A. Brown, Neptune Beach, Florida 
Mayor John Glanzer, Newberry, Florida 
Mayor Randall Wise, Niceville, Florida 
Mayor Kevin Burns, North Miami, Florida 
Mayor Edward M. Eissey, North Palm Beach, Florida 
Mayor Joseph L. Kelley, Opa-Locka, Florida 
Mayor Buddy Dyer, Orlando, Florida 
Mayor Fred Costello, Ormond Beach, Florida  
Mayor Carol McCormack, Palm Shores, Florida 
Mayor Emma Shoaff, Pembroke Park, Florida 
Mayor Frank C. Ortis, Pembroke Pines, Florida 
Mayor Lamar P. Fisher, Pompano Beach, Florida 
Mayor Patricia Christensen, Port St. Lucie, Florida 
Mayor John Marks, III, Tallahassee, Florida  
Mayor Beth Talabisco, Tamarac, Florida 
Mayor Pam Iorio, Tampa, Florida 
Mayor Beverly Billiris, Tarpon Springs, Florida  
Mayor Lois Frankel, West Palm Beach, Florida 
Mayor Gary Bruhn, Windermere, Florida 
Mayor David C. Strong, Winter Park, Florida 
Mayor John F. Bush, Winter Springs, Florida 
Mayor Heidi Davison, Athens-Clarke County, Georgia 
Mayor Shirley Franklin, Atlanta, Georgia 
Mayor Jere Wood, Roswell, Georgia 
Mayor Otis Johnson, Savannah, Georgia 
Mayor John Fretti, Valdosta, Georgia 
Mayor Donnie Henriques, Woodstock, Georgia 
Mayor Mufi Hannemann, Honolulu, Hawaii 
Mayor Richard Daley, Chicago, Illinois 
Mayor Frank Van Buer, DeKalb, Illinois 
Mayor Lorraine Morton, Evanston, Illinois 
Mayor Henderson Yarbrough, Sr., Maywood, Illinois 
Mayor Christopher Koos, Normal, Illinois 
Mayor Rita Mullins, Palatine, Illinois 
Mayor John A. Spring, Quincy, Illinois 
Mayor Lawrence J. Morrissey, Rockford, Illinois 
Mayor Richard H. Hyde, Waukegan, Illinois 
Mayor Tom C. Henry, Fort Wayne, Indiana  
Mayor Stephen Luecke, South Bend, Indiana 
Mayor Kay Halloran, Cedar Rapids, Iowa 
Mayor T.M. Franklin Cownie, Des Moines, Iowa  
Mayor Clausie W. Smith, Bonner Springs City, Kansas 
Mayor Mark Roberts, Douglass, Kansas  
Mayor William Heinz Rogers, Edwardsville, Kansas 
Mayor Joe Reardon, Kansas City, Kansas 
Mayor Larry G. Meeker, Lake Quivira, Kansas 
Mayor Kenneth W. Bernard, Lansing, Kansas  
Mayor Carl Wilkes, Merriam, Kansas 



Mayor Elaine Walker, Bowling Green, Kentucky 
Mayor Butch Callery, Covington, Kentucky 
Mayor John Link, Edgewood, Kentucky  
Mayor Susan Barto, Lyndon, Kentucky 
Mayor Jerry Abramson, Louisville, Kentucky 
Mayor Thomas L. Guidugli, Newport, Kentucky 
Mayor Melvin "Kip" Holden, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
Mayor Albert Doughty, Benton, Louisiana  
Mayor Ray Nagin, New Orleans, Louisiana 
Mayor Cedric B. Glover, Shreveport, Louisiana 
Mayor Laurent F. Gilbert Sr., Lewiston, Maine 
Mayor Ellen Moyer, Annapolis, Maryland 
Mayor Sheila Dixon, Baltimore, Maryland  
Mayor Thatcher W. Kezer, III, Amesbury, Massachusetts 
Mayor Thomas Menino, Boston, Massachusetts 
Mayor James E. Harrington, Brockton, Massachusetts 
Mayor E. Denise Simmons, Cambridge, Massachusetts 
Mayor Michael A. Tautznik, Easthampton, Massachusetts 
Mayor Robert Correria, Fall River, Massachusetts 
Mayor Mark Hawke, Gardner, Massachusetts 
Mayor Jim Fiorentini, Haverhill, Massachusetts 
Mayor Michael J. Sullivan, Holyoke, Massachusetts 
Mayor Edward C. Caulfield, Lowell, Massachusetts 
Mayor Scott Lang, New Bedford, Massachusetts 
Mayor Richard C. Howard, Malden, Massachusetts 
Mayor John F. Moak, Newburyport, Massachusetts 
Mayor Clare Higgins, Northampton, Massachusetts 
Mayor Thomas G. Ambrosino, Revere, Massachusetts 
Mayor Kimberley Driscoll, Salem, Massachusetts 
Mayor Joseph A. Curtatone, Somerville, Massachusetts 
Mayor Domenic Sarno, Springfield, Massachusetts 
Mayor Susan M. Kay, Weymouth, Massachusetts 
Mayor Kwame Kilpatrick, Detroit, Michigan 
Mayor Bobby J. Hopewell, Kalamazaoo, Michigan 
Mayor Steve Lampi, Brooklyn Park, Minnesota 
Mayor Elizabeth B. Kautz, Burnsville, Minnesota 
Mayor Gary F. Van Eyll, Chaska, Minnesota 
Mayor Gary Peterson, Columbia Heights, Minnesota 
Mayor Don Ness, Duluth, Minnesota  
Mayor R.T. Rybak, Minneapolis, Minnesota 
Mayor Chris Coleman, Saint Paul, Minnesota 
Mayor Andrew G. Humprey, Wayzata, Minnesota 
Mayor Johnny DuPree, Hattiesburg, Mississippi  
Mayor Frank Melton, Jackson, Mississippi 
Mayor Phillip West, Natchez, Mississippi 
Mayor Matthew J. Avara, Pascagoula, Mississippi 
Mayor Harold Dielmann, Creve Coeur, Missouri 
Mayor Francis Slay, St. Louis, Missouri  
Mayor Ron Tussing, Billings, Montana 
Mayor Chris Beutler, Lincoln, Nebraska 
Mayor Mike Fahey, Omaha, Nebraska 
Mayor Donald A. Groesser, Ralston, Nebraska 
Mayor Jim Bouley, Concord, New Hampshire 
Mayor Kevin G. Sanders, Asbury Park, New Jersey 
Mayor Joseph V. Doria, Jr., Bayonne, New Jersey 
Mayor Jason J. Varano, Berkeley Township, New Jersey 

Mayor Gwendolyn A. Faison, Camden, New Jersey 
Mayor Sophie Heymann, Borough of Closter, New Jersey 
Mayor Carol Foster, Corbin City, New Jersey 
Mayor James Carroll, Demarest, New Jersey 
Mayor Joseph R. Smith, East Newark, New Jersey 
Mayor Robert L. Bowser, East Orange, New Jersey 
Mayor Jun Choi, Edison, New Jersey 
Mayor J. Christian Bollwage, Elizabeth, New Jersey 
Mayor Steven Weinstein, Fair Lawn, New Jersey 
Mayor David Delle Donna, Guttenberg, New Jersey 
Mayor John F. Bencivengo, Hamilton, New Jersey 
Mayor James C. DiNardo, Hazlet Township, New Jersey 
Mayor Meryl Frank, Highland Park, New Jersey 
Mayor Wayne Smith, Irvington, New Jersey 
Mayor Jerramiah Healy, Jersey City, New Jersey 
Mayor Eugene Kulick, Little Falls, New Jersey 
Mayor Frank W. Minor, Logan Township, New Jersey 
Mayor Mary C. Garvin, Longport, New Jersey 
Mayor Walt Craig, Lower Township, New Jersey 
Mayor Michael Fressola, Manchester Twnshp, New Jersey 
Mayor Frank M. North, Merchantville, New Jersey 
Mayor James A. Gallos, Borough of Milford, New Jersey 
Mayor Donald Cresitello, Morristown, New Jersey 
Mayor Cory Booker, Newark, New Jersey 
Mayor Peter C. Massa, North Arlington, New Jersey 
Mayor Francis M. Womack, III, N. Brunswick, New Jersey 
Mayor Randy George, North Haledon, New Jersey 
Mayor Janice G. Allen, North Plainfield, New Jersey 
Mayor Michael Luther, Parsippany-Troy Hills, New Jersey 
Mayor Samuel Rivera, Passaic, New Jersey 
Mayor Jose Torres, Paterson, New Jersey 
Mayor Jack Killion, Pennsauken, New Jersey 
Mayor Harry L. Wyant, Phillipsburg, New Jersey 
Mayor Gary Giberson, Port Republic, New Jersey 
Mayor Mohamed Khairullah, Prospect Park, New Jersey 
Mayor Pasquale Menna, Borough of Red Bank, New Jersey 
Mayor Earl Gage, Salem, New Jersey 
Mayor Emilia Siciliano, Shrewsbury, New Jersey 
Mayor Barry H. Zagnit, Borough of Spotswood, New Jersey 
Mayor Douglas Palmer, Trenton, New Jersey 
Mayor Betty Simmons, Victory Gardens, New Jersey 
Mayor Shing-Fu Hsueh, West Windsor, New Jersey 
Mayor John E. McCormac, Woodbridge, New Jersey 
Mayor Orlando Ortega, Jr., Portales, New Mexico  
Mayor David Coss, Santa Fe, New Mexico 
Mayor Gerald Jennings, Albany, New York 
Mayor Ann Thane, Amsterdam, New York  
Mayor Steve Gold, Beacon, New York 
Mayor Byron Brown, Buffalo, New York 
Mayor Wayne J. Hall Sr., Hempstead, New York 
Mayor Richard Scalera, Hudson, New York 
Mayor Noam Bramson, New Rochelle, New York 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg, New York, New York 
Mayor Robert Duffy, Rochester, New York 
Mayor Brian U. Stratton, Schenectady, New York 
Mayor Matthew J. Driscoll, Syracuse, New York 



Mayor David R. Roefaro, Utica, New York 
Mayor Michael P. Manning, Watervliet, New York 
Mayor Philip Amicone, Yonkers, New York 
Mayor Terry Bellamy, Asheville, North Carolina 
Mayor Kevin Foy, Chapel Hill, North Carolina 
Mayor John R. Bost, Clemmons, North Carolina 
Mayor Bill Bell, Durham, North Carolina 
Mayor Yvonne Johnson, Greensboro, North Carolina 
Mayor Patricia C. Dunn, Greensville, North Carolina 
Mayor Charles Meeker, Raleigh, North Carolina  
Mayor Dennis Walaker, Fargo, North Dakota  
Mayor Dan Pillow, Addyston, Ohio 
Mayor Donald Plusquellic, Akron, Ohio 
Mayor Joseph Harper, Arlington Heights, Ohio 
Mayor Mark Mallory, Cincinnati, Ohio 
Mayor Frank Jackson, Cleveland, Ohio 
Mayor Danny Stacy, Cleves, Ohio 
Mayor Michael Coleman, Columbus, Ohio 
Mayor Rhine McLin, Dayton, Ohio 
Mayor Marilee Chinnici-Zuercher, Dublin, Ohio 
Mayor Theodore Shannon, Fairfax, Ohio 
Mayor Thomas J. Longo, Garfield Heights, Ohio 
Mayor Joseph C. Hubbard, Glendale, Ohio 
Mayor Alan Zaffiro, Golf Manor, Ohio 
Mayor Jo Ann Toczek, Linndale, Ohio 
Mayor Jim Brown, Lockland, Ohio 
Mayor Thomas E. O’Grady, North Olmsted, Ohio 
Mayor Earl M. Leiken, Shaker Heights, Ohio 
Mayor John Smith, Silverton, Ohio 
Mayor Kevin C. Patton, Solon, Ohio  
Mayor Carleton S. Finkbeiner, Toledo, Ohio 
Mayor Marcia L. Fudge, Warrensville Heights, Ohio 
Mayor Barry Porter, Wyoming, Ohio 
Mayor Jay Williams, Youngstown, Ohio 
Mayor Kathy Taylor, Tulsa, Oklahoma 
Mayor Rob Drake, Beaverton, Oregon 
Mayor Tom Potter, Portland, Oregon 
Mayor Ed Pawlowski, Allentown, Pennsylvania 
Mayor John B. Callahan, Bethlehem, Pennsylvania 
Mayor Helen Thomas, Darby, Pennsylvania 

Mayor Joseph Sinnott, Erie, Pennsylvania 
Mayor J. Richard Gray, Lancaster, Pennsylvania 
Mayor Michael Nutter, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
Mayor Luke Ravenstahl, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
Mayor Tom McMahon, Reading, Pennsylvania 
Mayor F. Raymond Shay, Upper Darby, Pennsylvania 
Mayor John S. Brenner, York, Pennsylvania 
Mayor David Cicilline, Providence, Rhode Island 
Mayor Joseph Riley, Charleston, South Carolina 
Mayor Robert D. Coble, Columbia, South Carolina  
Mayor Joseph T. McElveen, Jr., Sumter, South Carolina 
Mayor Dave Munson, Sioux Falls, South Dakota 
Mayor David Shumaker, Bristol, Tennessee 
Mayor Bill Haslam, Knoxville, Tennessee 
Mayor Tom Beehan, Oak Ridge, Tennessee  
Mayor A C Wharton, Shelby County, Tennessee  
Mayor Will Wynn, Austin, Texas 
Mayor Bill White, Houston, Texas 
Mayor Richard Ward, Hurst, Texas 
Mayor Bob Kiss, Burlington, Vermont 
Mayor Christopher C. Louras, Rutland City, Vermont 
Mayor William B. Euille, Alexandria, Virginia 
Mayor Paul D. Fraim, Norfolk, Virginia 
Mayor Annie M. Mickens, Petersburg, Virginia 
Mayor James W. Holley III, Portsmouth, Virginia 
Mayor L. Douglas Wilder, Richmond, Virginia 
Mayor Peter B. Lewis, Auburn, Washington 
Mayor Greg Nickels, Seattle, Washington 
Mayor Bill Baarsma, Tacoma, Washington 
Mayor Royce E. Pollard, Vancouver, Washington 
Mayor James J. Schmitt, Green Bay, Wisconsin 
Mayor John M. Antaramian, Kenosha, Wisconsin  
Mayor Dave Cieslewicz, Madison, Wisconsin 
Mayor Tom Barrett, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
Mayor Gary Becker, Racine, Wisconsin 
Mayor Andrew Halverson, Stevens Point, Wisconsin 
Mayor David Ross, Superior, Wisconsin 
Mayor Larry Nelson, Waukesha, Wisconsin 
Mayor Theresa M. Estness, Wauwatosa, Wisconsin 

 


